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Universal design is sustainable
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11x

23x

”Persons with 
disabilities” mentioned 
explicitly in the SDGs

”Persons in vulnerable 
situations” mentioned 
explicitly in the SDGs

Source: https://handicap.dk/internationalt-sam
arbejde/handicap-i-udvikling/verdensm

aal

https://handicap.dk/internationalt-samarbejde/handicap-i-udvikling/verdensmaal
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Universal design
“...the design of 
mainstream products, 
services and environments 
in such a way that they can 
be used by all people, to 
the greatest extent possible, 
without the need for 
adaptation or specialized 
design.”

MINDSET & SET OF 
SKILLS
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Universal design

We are all 
temporarily 
able bodied

Mismatch 
between 
environment 
and peoples 
abilities create 
exclusion
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Tolerance for 
error

The design minimizes 
hazards and the 
adverse consequences 
of accidental or 
unintended actions
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Flexibility in use

The design 
accommodates a wide 
range of individual 
preferences and 
abilities
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Simple and 
intuitive use

Use of the design is 
easy to understand, 
regardless of the user’s 
experience, knowledge, 
language skills, or 
current concentration 
level
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Perceptible 
information

The design 
communicates 
necessary information 
effectively to the user, 
regardless of ambient 
conditions or the user’s 
sensory abilities
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Low physical 
effort

The design can be used 
efficiently and 
comfortably and with a 
minimum of fatigue
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Size and space for 
approach and use

Appropriate size and space 
is provided for approach, 
reach, manipulation, and 
use regardless of user’s 
body size, posture or 
mobility
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The 7 principles of Universal design

Equitable use

The design is useful 
and marketable to 
people with different 
abilities
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DTU Skylab
an interdisciplinary hub for technology-
based innovation & entrepreneurship at 
the Technical University of Denmark.

Learning environment for innovation & 
entrepreneurship at DTU since 2014

Website LinkedIn 
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Technology Leaving 
No One Behind
TLN1B is a program providing opportunities and support to making inclusion
and accessibility a natural part of engineering new sustainable technological
solutions at DTU. This is done through research, developing teaching material, 
concrete tools and providing inputs to three different sectors:

• EDUCATION: Inclusion and accessibility introduced and integrated in 
education across engineering disciplines

• ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Strengthen current and driving new offers 
supporting and accelerating entrepreneurship and start-ups

• STRATEGY: Build strategic ecosystems and partnerships externally and 
internally at the Technical University of Denmark 
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Universal Design Guide Website 




